Dear TIERS Friends,

Once again, Thousand Islands Emergency Rescue Service (TIERS) is beginning our annual LifeSaver Fundraising Campaign. As TIERS enters its ninth year of being a reality, I am extremely proud of how our community supports their local EMS agency and how you have all helped us overcome our growing pains.  Thanks to you, TIERS has come a long way in a short period of time. 
Every year, we have made significant accomplishments to serve you even better, and 2010 was no exception!
· TIERS procured a grant and loan from the USDA for a new Wheeled Coach Dodge ambulance and a new Life Pak 15 Cardiac Monitor-Defibrillator—the newest and most advanced model on the market. 
· The addition of electronic patient care charting with portable laptop computers for our Paramedics in the field is a critical milestone in patient care.  Electronic charting also dramatically speeds up our reporting process, eliminates a paper system that burdens our limited storage space, and  better protects your personal and health information.
· TIERS announced our fundraising drive for a new facility. We have outgrown our current station and as part of our strategic planning goals, we are marching ahead to make our new facility a reality. We are working closely with the Clayton Fire Department, Clayton Fire District, the Village of Clayton and the Town of Clayton to build either a separate facility for TIERS--or a combination Public Safety Building with other partners—near the Clayton Fire Department on Graves Street. 
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We are working on two important new projects for 2011: 

· TIERS is seeking state authority to operate a wheelchair transport van so we can transport our elderly and disabled area residents to and from medical and personal appointments.  We are extremely thankful to River Hospital for donating the van to TIERS. We anticipate beginning this vital community service in July.  
· In August, we will be launching an innovative project in cooperation with Fort Drum Regional Health Planning Organization and Jefferson Community College: a local student in the JCC Paramedic Program will be offered a scholarship and student dormitory housing at the TIERS facility in exchange for regular scheduled hours of volunteering for TIERS. This will be only the second program of its kind in New York State for paramedic students.
Your continued financial support of our LifeSaver Fund is a vital part of Thousand Islands Rescue providing the highest quality emergency medical services that you, your family, and your friends and neighbors rely on and so much deserve. 
Sincerely,
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Roland (Rolly)Churchill

Executive Director 

